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Top 10 Reasons to Hire a Real Estate Agent
From Elizabeth Weintraub, 
Your Guide to Home Buying / Selling. 
FREE Newsletter. Sign Up Now!

With so much information readily available online, clients sometimes ask me, "Why 
should we hire a real estate agent?" They wonder, and rightfully so, if they couldn't buy 
or sell a home through the Internet or through regular marketing and advertising 
channels without representation, without a a real estate agent. Some do OK, many don't. 
So if you've wondered the same thing, here are 10 reasons why you might want to 
consider hiring a professional real estate agent.

1) Education & Experience

You don't need to know everything about buying and selling real estate if you hire a real 
estate professional who does. Henry Ford once said that when you hire people who are 
smarter than you are, it proves you are smarter than they are. The trick is to find the right 
person. For the most part, they all cost about the same. Why not hire a person with more 
education and experience than you? We're all looking for more precious time in our lives, 
and hiring pros gives us that time.

2) Agents are Buffers

Agents take the spam out of your property showings and visits. If you're a buyer of new 
homes, your agent will whip out her sword and keep the builder's agents at bay, 
preventing them from biting or nipping at your heels. If you're a seller, your agent will 
filter all those phone calls that lead to nowhere from lookie loos and try to induce serious 
buyers to immediately write an offer.

3) Neighborhood Knowledge

Agents either possess intimate knowledge or they know where to find the industry buzz 
about your neighborhood. They can identify comparable sales and hand these facts to 
you, in addition to pointing you in the direction where you can find more data on schools, 
crime or demographics. For example, you may know that a home down the street was on 
the market for $350,000, but an agent will know it had upgrades and sold at $285,000 
after 65 days on the market and after twice falling out of escrow.

Feeling Down?

Take the Depression Test
What If It's Not 
Depression?
What Causes Depression?
How Food Affects Mood
Depression Warning Signs

What's Hot

Auction As-Is Sales
All About Adjustable Rate 
Mortgages - AR...
Foreclosure good deal?
Mold and Mildew
Reverse Mortgage

file:///D|/Buyer%20Information/Why%20Work%20With%20a%20Real%20Estate%20Agent%2010%20Reasons%20to%20Hire%20a%20Real%20Estate%20Agent.htm (1 of 3)9/19/2006 12:46:54 PM

http://about.com/
http://about.com/homegarden
http://homebuying.about.com/
http://homebuying.about.com/od/realestateagents/
http://about.com/
http://about.com/homegarden/
http://homebuying.about.com/
http://homebuying.about.com/
javascript:mN(1);
http://homebuying.about.com/od/buyingahome/bb/shopping1sttime.htm
http://homebuying.about.com/od/sellingahouse/qt/WhatisStaging.htm
http://homebuying.about.com/od/offersnegotiations/tp/BuyersMKTOffers.htm
http://homebuying.about.com/od/sellingahouse/a/overprice.htm
http://homebuying.about.com/od/realestateagents/tp/Agentinterview.htm
javascript:mN(0);
http://homebuying.about.com/od/buyingahome/
http://homebuying.about.com/od/findingalender/
http://homebuying.about.com/od/homeshopping/
http://homebuying.about.com/od/sellingahouse/
http://homebuying.about.com/od/realestateagents/
http://homebuying.about.com/od/offersnegotiations/
http://homebuying.about.com/od/financingadvice/
http://homebuying.about.com/od/realestatevendors/
http://homebuying.about.com/od/4closureshortsales/
http://homebuying.about.com/od/4closureshortsales/
http://homebuying.about.com/od/investmentproperties/
http://homebuying.about.com/od/homedisclosures/
http://homebuying.about.com/od/marketfactstrends/
http://homebuying.about.com/od/secondhomes/
http://homebuying.about.com/od/typesofhomes/
javascript:mN(2);
http://homebuying.about.com/cs/bb.htm
http://homebuying.about.com/cs/tp.htm
http://homebuying.about.com/library/toppicks/aatp_firsthome.htm
http://homebuying.about.com/
http://homebuying.about.com/gi/pages/stay.htm
http://homebuying.about.com/gi/pages/shareurl.htm?PG=http://homebuying.about.com/od/realestateagents/tp/Whyhireagent.htm&zItl=Hire Real Estate Agent
javascript:void(zipf2())
javascript:void(zpu('','http://clk.about.com/?zi=11/1TH/Wq&sdn='+ch+'_'+gs+'&u='+encodeURIComponent(location.href)+'&t='+encodeURIComponent(document.title),700,400,'del'))
http://homebuying.about.com/od/realestateagents/tp/findagent.htm
http://homebuying.about.com/od/realestateagents/tp/findagent.htm
http://homebuying.about.com/od/realestateagents/tp/Agentinterview.htm
http://homebuying.about.com/od/realestateagents/tp/Agentinterview.htm
http://homebuying.about.com/od/realestateagents/a/Whopaysagents.htm
http://homebuying.about.com/od/realestateagents/a/Whopaysagents.htm
http://homebuying.about.com/od/realestateagents/qt/FullServiceAgts.htm
http://homebuying.about.com/od/realestateagents/qt/FullServiceAgts.htm
http://homebuying.about.com/od/buyingahome/a/buyerinfo.htm
http://homebuying.about.com/od/buyingahome/a/buyerinfo.htm
http://homebuying.about.com/od/buyingahome/bb/buyhome.htm
http://homebuying.about.com/od/homeshopping/a/Buyoverprice.htm
http://homebuying.about.com/od/homeshopping/a/Buyoverprice.htm
http://homebuying.about.com/od/findingalender/tp/LOques.htm
http://homebuying.about.com/od/findingalender/tp/LOques.htm
http://homebuying.about.com/od/sellingahouse/a/overprice.htm
http://homebuying.about.com/od/sellingahouse/a/overprice.htm
http://homebuying.about.com/od/sellingahouse/ht/homeprep.htm
http://homebuying.about.com/od/sellingahouse/ht/homeprep.htm
http://www.mortgagefraudblog.com/index.php
http://franandrowena.blogspot.com/
http://franandrowena.blogspot.com/
http://jake.typepad.com/house/
http://jake.typepad.com/house/
http://homebuying.about.com/mbiopage.htm
http://homebuying.about.com/
http://homebuying.about.com/gi/pages/mmail.htm
http://homebuying.about.com/od/realestateagents/tp/findagent.htm
http://homebuying.about.com/od/realestateagents/tp/findagent.htm
http://clk.about.com/?zi=1/XJ&sdn=homebuying&zu=od%2Fglossaryl%2Fg%2Flookieloo.htm
http://livingwithdepression.about.com/od/screeningquizzes/l/bldepscreenquiz.htm
http://mentalhealth.about.com/cs/depression/a/maybe.htm
http://mentalhealth.about.com/cs/depression/a/maybe.htm
http://mentalhealth.about.com/od/depression/a/depressioncause.htm
http://depression.about.com/cs/diet/a/foodallergies.htm
http://bipolar.about.com/cs/depressive/a/red_flags2.htm
http://homebuying.about.com/od/4closureshortsales/qt/AuctionASIS.htm
http://homebuying.about.com/library/weekly/aa072699a.htm
http://homebuying.about.com/library/weekly/aa072699a.htm
http://homebuying.about.com/od/4closureshortsales/qt/foreclosures.htm
http://homebuying.about.com/cs/mold/a/toxic_mold_2.htm
http://homebuying.about.com/cs/realestateglossary/g/reversemortgage.htm


Why Work With a Real Estate Agent? 10 Reasons to Hire a Real Estate Agent

Foreclosure Books

Mortgage Books
Product Reviews

Tools

Compare Prices

Mortgage Loans

Travel Booking

Yellow Pages

Forums

Most Popular Articles

Latest Articles

Help

FREE Newsletter
Sign Up Now for the Home 
Buying / Selling newsletter!

 
See Online Courses

 

Modular and 
Manufactured Homes
FHA Loan Basics
shop 1st Time
Quit Claim Deed - 
Definition
Preparing House for Sale

Related Topics

Architecture
Home Repair
Gardening
Housewares / Appliances
Interior Decorating

4) Price Guidance

Contrary to what some people believe, agents do not select prices for sellers or buyers. 
However, an agent will help to guide clients to make the right choices for themselves. If a 
listing is at 7%, for example, an agent has a 7% vested interest in the sale, but the client 
has a 93% interest. Selling agents will ask buyers to weigh all the data supplied to them 
and to choose a price. Then based on market supply, demand and the conditions, the 
agent will devise a negotiation strategy.

5) Market Conditions Information

Real estate agents can disclose market conditions, which will govern your selling or 
buying process. Many factors determine how you will proceed. Data such as the average 
per square foot cost of similar homes, median and average sales prices, average days 
on market and ratios of list-to-sold prices, among other criteria, will have a huge bearing 
on what you ultimately decide to do.

6) Professional Networking

Real estate agents network with other professionals, many of whom provide services that you will need to buy or sell. 
Due to legal liability, many agents will hesitate to recommend a certain individual or company over another, but they 
do know which vendors have a reputation for efficiency, competency and competitive pricing. Agents can, however, 
give you a list of references with whom they have worked and provide background information to help you make a 
wise selection.

7) Negotiation Skills & Confidentiality

Top producing agents negotiate well because, unlike most buyers and sellers, they can remove themselves from the 
emotional aspects of the transaction and because they are skilled. It's part of their job description. Good agents are 
not messengers, delivering buyer's offers to sellers and vice versa. They are professionals who are trained to present 
their client's case in the best light and agree to hold client information confidential from competing interests.

8) Handling Volumes of Paperwork

One-page deposit receipts were prevalent in the early 1970s. Today's purchase agreements run 10 pages or more. 
That does not include the federal- and state-mandated disclosures nor disclosures dictated by local custom. Most real 
estate files average thicknesses from one to three inches of paper. One tiny mistake or omission could land you in 
court or cost you thousands. In some states, lawyers handle the disclosures, thank goodness!

9) Answer Questions After Closing

Even the smoothest transations that close without complications can come back to haunt. For example, taxing 
authorities that collect property tax assessments, doc stamps or transfer tax can fall months behind and mix up 
invoices, but one call to your agent can straighten out the confusion. Many questions can pop up that were overlooked 
in the excitement of closing. Good agents stand by ready to assist. Worthy and honest agents don't leave you in the 
dust to fend for yourself.

10) Develop Relationships for Future Business
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The basis for an agent's success and continued career in real estate is referrals. Few agents would survive if their 
livelihood was dependent on consistently drumming up new business. This emphasis gives agents strong incentives 
to make certain clients are happy and satisfied. It also means that an agent who stays in the business will be there for 
you when you need to hire an agent again. Many will periodically mail market updates to you to keep you informed 
and to stay in touch.
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